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AUGUST 2008 

ACO Newsletter 

 

Members of the Armenian Community of Oregon and Apostolic Church 

of Oregon at our new Church and Community Center in Clackamas. 

+rygoni ha3  hama3nqu 9 yky[yxov andamnyru Qlaqamasovm 
gtnwo[ yky[yxov bakovm;  

+rygoni Ha3 Hama3nqu 

Armenian Community of  Oregon 



OUR MISSION AND GOAL 

• The mission of the ACO is 
to foster the well-being of 
the Armenian Community 
in Oregon and Southwest 
Washington and encour-
age the cultural, intellec-
tual, artistic and spiritual 
traditions of the Armenian 
people.  

• Our Vision is to unite and 
strengthen the Armenian 
Community by establish-
ing an Armenian Church 
and a Community Center. 

CHURCH NEWS 
Upcoming Events: 
Church services are held every 

second and fourth Sunday of 

each month.   

 

Beginning August 24th, services 

are held at the new church at: 

 
9215 SE Church St. 

(1/2 block of 82nd Dr.)
Clackamas, OR 97015 

 

For further information, please 
visit the church website at 

www.oregonarmenians.com/

church.htm or contact the follow-

ing for special services: 

 

Father Zareh 503 746-5480 

fatherzareh@yahoo.com 

 
Kevork Parseghian 503 291-1270 

Varoujan Gazarian 503 690-9021 
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ARMENIAN COMMUNITY OF OREGON 

P.O. Box 324 
Beaverton OR  97075-0324 
acoboard@gmail.com 
www.oregonarmenians.com 
 
Albert Keuftedjian  - President   
503 309-3788 

Edmond Shabanian - Vice President   
503 632-4974 

Jeannette Lyons  -  Secretary  
503 892-2901 
Rafael Saakyan - Board Member  
503 756-2231 

Yerchi Arakelian  -  Board Member  

Schedule of Church Services: 

August +gostos     24 

September Syptymbyr     14 

September Syptymbyr     28 

October Hokymbyr  12 

October Hokymbyr  26 

Armenian Translations by 
Karine Eksouzian 

It’s that time of the year again to 

send in your annual ACO dues.  
ACO membership still remains 

at the low price of $30 per year.    

 
Your dues help to pay for the 

printing and postage costs of 

this newsletter and for the vari-
ous events hosted by the ACO 

throughout the year.  Any addi-
tional revenues will be placed 

in the ACO account for  our new 

church and community center. 

 

 

(Please tear off and return to PO Box 324, Beaverton OR  97075)   Please 

make checks payable to  “ACO” or “Armenian Community of Oregon” 

Annual ACO membership $30.00 
Additional Donation  $________ 
Total   $________ 

 

�ame:  ______________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone:  ______________________________________ 
Email:  ______________________________________________ 

Suggestions/ 

Comments: ______________________________________________ 
  ______________________________________________ 

2008 ACO Annual Dues 

and/or Donations Form 
 

ACO NEWSLETTER 

ANNUAL ACO DUES 

Jamanakn e w8aryl ACO-
I tarykan andamaw8aru; 
Andamaw8ari ca4u 
an4o4o1 e, tarykan 30 
dollar; 
Andamaw8aru w8arylow 
dovq k=gnyq myz fyrfu 
tpagrylov 9 @yz hasxnylov 
harxovm; Mnaxa7 nwirat-
wovf3ovnnyru k=gnyn yky[yxi 
9 kyntron gnylov harxovm; 

TARYKAN  
ANDAMAW8ARNYRI 
MOV7MAN JAMANAKU 
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Advertising rates 

for the ACO 

�ewsletter are 
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carlopi@equitygroup.com 
www.carlopi.com 

From first time buyers to investors and 
   ranch properties, count on Carlopi to 

  take care of your real estate needs.     
For honest, professional and  

result-driven service contact Carlopi.  
                                        (503) 332-9520 

Fax: (503) 626-8994 
9790 SW Nimbus Ave. 
Beaverton, OR 97008 

1 yr. 

1/8  $35 $70 

1/4 page    $60  $120 

1/2 page $90 $180 

6 months 

1/8   $12 

1/4 page     $20 

1/2 page  $30 

Single issue 
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ADDRESS CORRECTIONS 
If you have any address or phone 

number corrections to make for 
the upcoming 2008-2009 phone-

book, please let us know.  

 
We're currently accepting adver-

tisements for businesses or ser-

vices, and also donations for me-
morial pages for loved ones. 

 
For more information, please 

contact Ed Shabanian at aco-

board@gmail.com 

Yfy ovnyq hasxyi kam hy5a1osahamari or9e 
4o4o1ovf3ovn  kapwa7 2008-2009 fwakani 
hy5a1osagrqi hyt karo[ yq ty[3ak pahyl myz; 

 
Miajamanak mynq undovnovm ynq gowazd 9 nwirat-
wovf3ovn; 

 
Manramasn ty[ykovf3ovnnyri hamar dimyl Ed  
}aban3anin; 

+RYGONI HA#KAKAN  
HY%A!OSAGIRQ 
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APRIL 24TH COMMEMORATIONS 

Hi]ataki =r nwirwa7 April 24 -in 
+rygoni Ha3kakan dproxi tn=rinovf3ovnu 9 ovsovxcakan 
kolyltiwu  kazmakyrpyl ein mi\oxa5ovm nwirwa7 my7 y[y5ni zo-
hyri hi]atakin; Mi\oxa5man jamanak hncyxin hatwa7nyr 
Parov3r S9aki Anl5yli Zangakatovn poymix, yrgyr nwirwa7 
ha3ox xy[aspanovf3anu; Xovxadrwyxin 4astawawyragrakan 
tysajapawynnyr; Mi9nov3n jamanak 7a[iknyr drwyx 
&i7y5nakabyrdi hov]ahamalirin; Hov]ahamaliru patrastyl 
er Ra//I Abraham3anu ori hamar ]norhakalovfovn ynq ha3t-
novm; Mi\oxa5man jamanak irynx aktiw masnakxovf3amb 
handys ykan na9 dproxi yry1anyru 9 7no[nyru; 

To commemorate April 24th, the Armenian Saturday 
school put on an event featuring Armenian poetry, patri-

otic songs and a candle lighting ceremony, complete 
with a miniature version of the Tsitsernakaberd monu-

ment in Armenia built by our own Raffi Abrahamian.  
Thank you to the teachers, parents and children of the 

Saturday school for such a wonderful memorial. 

Artist’s rendition of  church in  

Clackamas, Oregon 

Attention to all those interested in future of the ACO! 
 

The term of the current ACO board will over at the end of 
this year.  In order to facilitate a smooth transition to a 

new board, we are recruiting potential future board 
members for 2009-2010 now.  I you or someone you know 

may be interested in serving our local Armenian commu-
nity as an ACO board member, please contact us and let 
us know your interest.   

 
Contact information for the ACO board can be found on 

page 2 of this newsletter, or just look us up at the Picnic 
on September 20th. 
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED 
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There is further need for 
host families for ex-

change students, al-
though these other stu-

dents are not from Ar-
menia.  The foreign ex-

change program is run 
by AYUSA.  AYUSA 
stands for Academic 

Year USA and is a non 
profit organization. It is one of the largest exchange pro-

grams and is approved by the US Department of State.   
 

If you’re interested in finding out more, either visit 
www.ayusa.org, or contact Doris Robertson at the follow-
ing: 

503-266-3459 
Doris Robertson 

A3n untaniqnyru oronq kxankanan irynx harki tak 
kaxaran tal =taryrkr3a yry1anyri karo[ yn dimyl   
“AYUSA” kazmakyrpovf3anu;  A3s 7ragiru hastatwa7 e 
Nahanga3in bajanmovnqi  ko[mix 9 handisanovm e  amy-
namy7 kazmakyrpovf3ovnnyrix myku; 
 
Manramasn ty[ykovf3ovnnyri hamar karo[ yq dimyl Doris 
%obyrtsonin; 
 
dorisa@canby.com 
503-266-3459 
Doris Robertson 
AYUSA  Regional Director 

MORE INFO ABOUT EXCHANGE STUDENTS 
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ARMENIAN SATURDAY SCHOOL 
The ACO would like to especially thank the principal and teach-

ers of the Saturday Armenian School for another successful year 
of teaching our children their Armenian language and culture.  

The school meets once a week on Saturday mornings and is bro-

ken out into three or four classes, based upon age and ability.  
The teachers are all volunteers, who give up their Saturdays 

each week for this endeavor.   

 
School will begin session again on September 13th at the Bea-

verton Community Center at 10:30am.  If you have any questions 
regarding the school, please contact Karine Eksouzian.  Please 

join the Board of the ACO in thanking the following teachers: 

 
Karine Eksouzian, Principal Anahid Kundubegyan  

Hermine Abrahamian  Nara Kirakosyan  

Susan Nor-Ashkaryan  Victoria Kalan 

 

+rygoni }abaf=r3a dprox 
+rygoni Ha3 Hama3nqi [ykawarovf3ovnu hatovk  
]norhakalovf3ovn e ha3tnovm }abaf=r3a Ha3kakan dproxi 
tn=rinovf3anu 9 ovsovxcakan kolyktiwin ovsovmakan tarin 
baryha\o[ awartylov kapakxovf3amb;  Dasunfaxnyru ty[I 
yn ovnynovm ]abafu myk =r;  Ovsovxicnyru a]1atovm yn 
hasarakakan himovnqnyrow oronq irynx azat jamanaku 
nyr yn dnovm yry1annyri ha3yxi dastiarakovf3an gor7ovm;  
Dasunfaxnyru k]arovnakwyn Syptymbyr 13-ix; Manramasn 
ty[ykovf3ovnnyri hamar dimyl dproxi tn=ryn Kariny 
Eksovz3anin;  
 
Kariny Eksovz3an   Anahit Qovndovbyg3an  

Hyrminy Abraham3an  Na5a Kirakos3an 
Sovsanna Nor-A]1arh3an Wiktoria Kalan 
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 2008 ANNUAL PICNIC TO BE HELD SEPTEMBER 20TH 
 
It’s almost that time of year again for the an-

nual ACO Picnic.  This year, the picnic will 
be held again at Cook Park in Tigard and 

will occur on the afternoon of Saturday, Sep-
tember 20th.  

 
The annual picnic is a great ACO tradition where old 
friendships are renewed, and new friendships are made.  

Come out and have some kebob with your fellow Armeni-
ans.   

 
Further details regarding directions, prices, etc. will be 

mailed out closer to the date of the event. 
 
Mark your calendars for September 20th! 
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HA#TARAROVF#OVN  
Ha3astanxi Ovsano[nyri jamanovmu 
Ha3  hama3nqu hpartoryn n]ovm e or ]ovtow Ha3astanix cors 
ovsano[nyr kjamanyn $orfland 9 kh3ovrunkalwyn yryq tarbyr 
untaniqnri harki tak;   

Nranxix a5a\inu Taf9ik Howsy43ann e; Na tasnwyx 
tarykan e 9 pytq e ha8a1i bar2ragov3n dprox; Na pytq e 
bnakwi Ra//I 9 Hyrminy Abraham3annyri tanu; 

Mnaxa7 yryq ovsano[nyru  hamapatas1anabar pytq e 
bnakwyn Awo 9 Sovsanna Nor-A]1arh3annyri, Ysfyr 
Symyr\3ani 9 Ylizabyf Isawyrd3ani bnakarannyrovm; 

&nnovnd 

}norhaworovm ynq tyr 9 tikin Sqat 9 Ewylina Maqqyn-
bayrnyrin irynx yrkrord yry1a3i, Lana3i 7nnd3an a5fiw; 

}norhakalovf3ovn  

+rygoni ha3kakan kazmakyrpovf3ovnu ]norhakalovf3ovn e ha3t-
novm Armyn Mkrtovmin na1ord yrkov tarinyri unfaxqovm kata-
ra7 a]1atanqI hamar; Cna3a7 na hrajarwyx ]arovnakyl 
kazmakyrpovf3an ha]wapahi partakanovf3ovnu ba3x 9 a3npys 
mynq dar23al ]norhakalovf3ovn ynq ha3tnovm nran; 

Mah 

Ha3  hama3nqu 1or w]tow ha3tnovm e Aida Winsynti anjama-
nak mahu; Aidan  yrkar jamanak y[yl e kazmakyrpovf3an an-
dam, bary1i[8 29ow kataryl e ir wra drwa7 partaka-
novf3ovnnyru; Nra wa5 hi]ataku hawyrj khi]wi incpys unaniqi 
a3npys el hama3nqi ko[mix; 

Hrajy]t A]1atanqIn  

}norhaworovm ynq $orflandi hamlsarani pro/ysor Gryg Gog-
c3anin fo]aki anxnylov kapakxovf3amb; 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Exchange students from Armenia 

This fall, our community will be proud to host not one, but four ex-

change students from Armenia.  These students will be staying with 

three families in our community and will be attending high school.   

The first of these students is Tatevik Hovsepyan. She's 16 years old 

and will be attending high school 

in Tigard.  She will be hosted by  

Raffi and Hermineh Abrahamian.   

The additional students will be 

hosted by  Avo and Susan Nor-

Ashkarianand, Ester Semerjian 

and Elizabeth Isaverdian.. 

Births 

Congratulations go out to Scott 

and Evelina Muffenbier on the 

birth of Lana, their second child.   

Thank You 
The ACO would like to thank Ar-

men Megerdoom for his service 

to the ACO Board for the last two 

years.  Armen has had to step 
down from his post as treasurer of the ACO board due to personal 

obligations, but we again thank him for his services. 

Deaths 
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing away of a long 

time community member, Aida Vincent.  Aida was a great asset to 

our community, serving as both a past ACO board member and vol-

unteer for many activities.  She will be missed greatly by her family 
and extended Oregon Armenian Family. 

Retirement  

Congratulations go out to Professor Greg Goekjian on his retirement 

from Portland State University.   

Exchange student, Tatevik Hovsepyan 
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2008 fwakani Syptybyr  20- in   
ty[I kovnyna da]tahandys 
Jamanakn e kazmakyrpyl tarykan da]tahandys;  A3s tari 
a3n ty[I kovnyna }abaf =ru, Syptybyr 20-in, < Cook Park, Ti-
gard>. 

Da]tahandysu Hama3nqi lawagov3n awandov3fnyrix mykn e  
orty[ hnaraworovf3an ka hin 9 nor unkyrnyri hyt handipman ; 
Hamyxyq 9 wa3ylyq ha3kakan hamy[ 1orowa7u; 

Manramasn ty[ykovf3ovnnyrin k7anofaxnynq da]tahandysi 
mot jamanaknyru;  

 

@yr =raxov3xi wra n]yq Syptymbyr 20-u; 
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THE NEW HOME OF THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
OF OREGON AND ARMENIAN COMMUNITY OF OREGON 

Church council members Kevork and Rita Parseghian, Father Zareh, 
and Realtor Carlopi Thomassian at the final signing of the papers for 

the purchase of the church/community center 

Congratulations to all are in order as we have a new home for our 

local Armenian Community.  Thanks to the hard work of the mem-

bers of both the Apostolic Church of Oregon and the Armenian Com-

munity of Oregon, the dreams of the past twenty years have become 
a reality.   

 

In April of this year, a special meeting of members of both the Arme-

nian Community of Oregon and the Apostolic Church of Oregon was 

held and it was decided, nearly unanimously, to pool the resources 

of both organizations to purchase the church property in Clackamas, 

Oregon.  This building will not only serve as a church but will also be 
used for classrooms for the Saturday Armenian Language school, and 

will  be used as a community center for social and cultural activities. 

 

There is much work to be done to get the church ready for our com-

munity, and while a substantial number of members have committed 

to supporting the church financially, there will be more to do to raise 

funds to pay for the monthly mortgage payment, maintenance and 
other costs of running the church and community center.   

 

Once again, congratulations to all. 
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 և Տիար Վարուժան Կիսասրկ. Ղազարեանի (Ծխական Խորհուրդի 
Փոխ Ատենապետ) կողմից: Եկեղեցու շենքը որպես կալվածք այլևս 
Պատկանում է Արևմտյան Թեմի Առաջնորդարանին: 
 Եկեղեցու շենքը վերջին 20 տարիներին ծառայել է ( Christian 
Life Church) ամերիկյան Համայնքին: Եկեղեցին կառուցվել է 1886-ին 
Քլաքամաս Քաղաքում: Այն վերջին անգամ նորոգվել է 1985-ին և 
Clackamas County -ի կողմից գրանցվել է որպես պատմական շենք: 
Ընդհանուր տարածքն է 4200 քառակուսի ոտք: Բաղկացած է 2 
հարկից: Վերին հարկը Եկեղեցու սրահն է 185նստատեղով,իսկ 
ներքևինը՝ Հույրասիրության սրահը 75 նստատեղով իր ամբողջական 
խոհանոցով: Ունի 4 դասասենյակ 2 օֆիսային սենյակներ: Ներքևի 
հարկում կան բոլոր կենցաղային հարմարությունները: 
Նախամուտքին կառուցված է ընդհանուր տանիքից քիչ ավելի բարձր 
Զանգակատուն:Եկեղեցու շենքի ընդհանուր արժեքն է 359,900.00 և 
կանխավճարը այս արժեքի շուրջ 30 տոկոսը՝ 133,841.00 իսկ Բանկայի 
պարտքը 7,1/4 տոկոս: 
 Ուրախությամբ հայտնում ենք ձեզ, որ սույն թվականի 
Օգոստոսի 24-ին ժամը 11-ին Կատարվելու է նոր Եկեղեցու բացման 
արարողությունը: Առաջնորդ Յովնան Սրբազանի կարգադրությամբ, 
մեր համայնքին պիտի այցելի Առաջնորդական Ընդհանուր 
Փոխանորդ՝Տ. Տաճատ Ծայրագույն Վարդապետ Եարդմեանը, որը 
ներկայացնելով Առաջնորդ Սրբազան հորը՝ պիտի գլխավորի Վեմ-
Քարի Օրհնության Արարողությունը: Սբ. Պատարագի ավարտին 
Տիկնանց Միության կողմից լինելու է հույրասիրություն ուղղակի 
Եկեղեցու բակում: 
 Սիրով հրավիրում ենք Օրեգոնում և Հ/Ա Վաշինգտոնում 
ապրող մեր հայրենակիցներին Մասնակցելու Հոգևոր ու Պատմական 
նշանակություն ունեցող այս բացառիկ իրադարձությանը: 
Եկեղեցու հասցեն է՝                               
                                       9215 SE Church Street9215 SE Church Street9215 SE Church Street9215 SE Church Street 

(1/2 Block off 82(1/2 Block off 82(1/2 Block off 82(1/2 Block off 82ndndndnd Drive) Drive) Drive) Drive)    
Clackamas, OR. 97015Clackamas, OR. 97015Clackamas, OR. 97015Clackamas, OR. 97015    

    

Զարեհ Քհնյ. Մանսուրյան  
Հոգևոր Հովիվ  

Բարշ. Գևորգ Սրկ. Բարսեղեան  
Ծխական Խորհուրդի Ատենապետ  
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                                                        ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF OREGONARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF OREGONARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF OREGONARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF OREGON    
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Օրեգոնում հայությունը բնակություն է սկսել հասատատել 
գրեթե երեսուն տարիներ առաջ: Այսօր համայնքում ապրող 
հայության թիվը հասնում է մոտ 300 ընտանիքի: 2004 թի Մայիսին 
համայնքը պաշտոնապես անցավ Հյուսիսային Ամերիկայի Արևմտյան 
Թեմի վարչական կազմի մեջ: Եկեղեցական արարողություններն ու 
Սբ. Պատարագները կատարվում են Ասորական Եկեղեցու մեջ: 
Առաջին այցելու Հոգևոր Հովիվն էր Արժանապատիվ Տ. Եղիա Քհնյ. 
Իսայանը: 2006թի Օգոստոսից այցելու Հովիվ նշանակվեց Տ. Զարեհ 
Քհնյ Մանսուրյանը, որը մշտական Հոգևոր Հովվի պաշտոնը 
ստանձնեց 2007 թի Հոկտեմբերին Արևմտյան Թեմի Բարեխնամ 
Առաջնորդ՝ Գերաշնորհ. Յովնան Արքեպսիսկոպոս Տէրտէրեանի 
բարեհաճ Կարգադրությամբ: 
 Տեր Հոր նշանակվելուց հետո նոր թափ ստացավ մինչ այդ 
սկսված, Եկեղեցու կալվածքի գնման աշխատանքները: 
Աշխատանքները Համայնքի կողմից իրականացվեցին Կալվածքի 
Հանձնախումբի կողմից՝ 

Արժանապատիվ Տ. Զարեհ Քհնյ Մանսուրյան (Հոգևոր Հովիվ): 
Ազնվաշուք Ռիտա Բարսեղեան (Ծխական Խորհուրդի 

անդամ)  
Տիար Ավետիս-Նոր Աշխարհեան (Ծխական Խորհուրդի 

անդամ) 
Տիար Ալբերտ Քյուֆտեջեան (Օրեգոնի Հայ Համայնքի  ACO 

նախագահ ) 
 
Փորթլանդի շրջանում Քլաքամաս (Clackamas) քաղաքի մեջ 

վաճառվող Եկեղեցու համար 2008 թի Ապրիլի 27ի հրավիրված 
Բացառիկ Անդամական Ժողովի բացարձակ մեծամասնության քվեով 
որոշվեց գնել այդ կալվածքը: Որոշմանը հավանություն տվեց նաև 
Առաջնորդ Հայրը և Թեմական Խըրհուրդը՝ Նախագահությամբ Ջոզեֆ 
Կանիմեանի: Կալվածքի գնման Թղթային աշխատանքները սկսվեցին 
ամիջապես ժողովից հետո և փաստաթղթային վերջնական 
ստորագրումները կատարվեցին սույն թվականի Օգոստոսի 6ին՝ 
Բարշ. Գևորգ Սրկ. Բարսեղեանի (Ծխական Խորհուրդի Ատենապետ) 

Ha3 kyntron 9 Yky[yxi Orygoni 
Ha3 Hama3nqi hamar  
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}norhaworovm ynq +rygoni ha3  hama3nqin nor kyntron 9 yky[yxi 
ovnynalov kapakxovf3amb; }norhakalovf3ovn yky[yxov 9 hama3nqi 
a3n andamnyrin oronq irynx qrtna\an a]1atanqI ]norhiw 
irakanaxryxin  hama3nqi yrazanqu; 

 

April amsin ty[I ovnyxa7 jo[owi jamanak hama3nqi 9 yky[yxov 
andamnyri masnakxovf3amb a5a\ qa]wyx Qlaqamasovm  
gtnwo[   yky[yxin gnylov harxu;  
 
A3s hastatovf3ovnu oc mia3n k7a5a3i yky[yxovn a3l na9 klini 
dprox 9 ha3  kyntron hama3nqi bnakicnyri hamar; 

 

Myk angam 9s ]norhaworovm ynq ha3 hama3nqin; 

Nkarovm patkyrwa7C e Klakamasovm gtnwo[ yky[yxin 
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 Armenian Apostolic Church of Oregon 
P.O. Box 219245 Portland, OR 97225 

 

Approximately 30 years ago the Armenian community in Oregon began to 
organize.  Today, we have about 300 Armenian families that reside in Oregon 
and SW Washington.  
 
In May of 2004 the community officially joined the Western Diocese of North 
America.   
Since our affiliation with the Diocese, regular services have been held at St. 
Ignatius Syrian Church 4514 SE Flavel Dr. Portland, Oregon 97206.  Our first 
official visiting priest was Fr. Yeghia Isayan followed by Fr. Zareh Man-
suryan.  Fr. Mansuryan became our full time Priest in October of 2007.  He 
was assigned to our Parish by his Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, 
Primate of the Western Diocese.  
 
In 2005 His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian formed a building com-
mittee and appointing the following; 
 

Rita Parseghian, Member Church Council  
Avedis Nor-Ashkarian, Member, Church Council.  
Albert Keuftedjian, President ACO  
 

Fr. Zareh became the President of the Building Committee after his appoint-
ment to our Parish. Under his guidance we continued to search for appropriate 
properties.  
During that time the Building Committee presented several possible locations. 
 
On April 27, 2008, at the request of our Parish Priest Fr. Zareh Mansuryan and 
the Building Committee, a special general meeting was held to discuss and 
evaluate the purchase of a Church at 9215 SE Church St., Clackamas, OR 
97015   
 
The purchase of this building was voted on by an overwhelming majority of 
the dues paying members. A decision was made to purchase the building, with 
the approval of our Primate Hovnan Derderian, the Chairman of the Diocesan 
Council Esq., Joseph Kanimian and the Diocesan Council. 
 
On August 6th 2008 the escrow papers were signed by the Chairman of the 
Parish Council, Deacon Kevork Parseghian and Secretary, Varoujan Gazarian.   
 
For the past 20 years this church building has served the American Community 
as the Christian Life Church. The church was built in 1886 and recognized and 
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registered as a Historic Building in Clackamas County.  The 2 story building is 
4200 sq ft. The Chapel seats 175 worshipers.  In addition there is a kitchen and 
fellowship hall downstairs, seating 75 parishioners comfortably.  It also has 4 
classrooms and 2 offices and working bell tower.  
 
The purchase price of the building is $359,900, well under the market value.  
The down payment including closing costs was $133,841, leaving a loan bal-
ance of $233,935 at a7.25% interest rate.  
 
This long awaited dream has been achieved with the participation of our dedi-
cated community members.  Our heartfelt thanks go to all who have sent and 
continue to send their contributions to this endeavor. Everyone’s participation 
to the financial success of this endeavor will be greatly appreciated.  
 
It is with great joy that we announce the opening ceremony of our new church 
which will take place on August 24, 2008 at 11:00 am. The Church address is: 
 

9215 SE Church St. 
(1/2 block off 82nd Dr.) 
Clackamas, OR 97015 

 
On that day, by the arrangement of Primate Hovnan Derderian we will be vis-
ited by Vicar General, the Very Rev. Dajad V. Yardemian, who will represent 
the Primate.  He will officiate the blessing of the “stone” which is considered a 
temporary altar. 
 
We will also celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-God 
and the Blessing of the Grapes, as is tradition in the Armenian Church. 
 
The Ladies Auxiliary will host a reception following the Badarak Service. 
Food and refreshments will be served. We invite all community members to 
attend this momentous occasion. 
 
 
 
Prayerfully,  
 
Fr. Zareh Mansuryan, Parish Priest Deacon Kevork 

Parseghian, 
Chairman 

 


